Business of the Year: Valley Bank

For their outstanding employee
campaign, Valley Bank won the
Business of the Year award for
companies with 1-49 employees.
Valley Bank has been a huge
supporter of our United Way.
Employees throughout the bank
serve various roles from a board
member, community impact _
volunteers, corporate caller, loaned
executives, to medium firm
campaigners. As the first corporate and employee campaign to finish,
they set our 2008 campaign off to a fast start. Their efforts to increase
the employee campaign sure paid off with a 24% increase in giving,
97% employee participation, and $226 employee per capita giving
amount.

Thanks, Valley Bank!

Business of the Year: CenterPoint Energy

For firms with
50-149
employees,
CenterPoint
Energy stood
out as the
Business of the
Year.

Each year,
CenterPoint
forms a
committee of
co-workers is to
handle the United Way campaign. Committee members attend agency
tours to see first-hand the impact of the United Way. The committee
also makes sure to personally share United Way's message and show
the video with each person. In addition, CenterPoint employees help
out on the campaign by sharing their ideas with other companies
ensuring they also succeed. Through this personal and involved
approach, CenterPoint saw a 28.1% increase in employee giving!
Thanks for helping to ensure a successful campaign, CenterPoint!




Business of the Year: HickoryTech

For companies with 150+
employees, HickoryTech
won the Business of the
Year Award.
HickoryTech has
provided support and
volunteers across the
United Way organization
to help further our
mission. HickoryTech -
representatives serve on the board, community impact teams, campaign
cabinet, as well as having an internal campaign committee who work to
put together a week of fun United Way activities. All these efforts led to
HickoryTech attaining the Achievement Award for their employee
campaign. They also increased their Heart Club numbers from 14
members to 22 members!

Thank You HickoryTech for your continuous support!

Heart Club Philanthropist: Bob Coughlan
The heart of our B

campaign is our
Heart Club
members, who are
individuals

who commit to a
gift of $500 or
more (we currently
have over 600
Heart Club
members.)

The Heart Club

Philanthropist Award goes to an individual who stands out for their
impact on leadership, both for their generous financial giving as well as
their ability to motivate others within their company and community to
become a leadership giver. This year's Heart Club Philanthropist
Award is awarded to Bob Coughlan. Bob has a personal commitment to
the Heart Club and is a giver at the Platinum Circle level. But just as
important, Bob has helped inspire a culture of giving within his
company - this year Coughlan Companies more than doubled their
Heart Club membership and had 66 #1 Club members! In part to Bob's
vision and passion, Coughlan Companies donates over $400,000 in
books each year to make sure every child develops a love for reading.
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